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The first years after his exile Pilsudski spent mostly
in Wilno. He went out to Zulow and paid several visits,
every move he made written down in the files of the
Russian police-
Several excellent partis were proposed to Mm, for
he was a handsome young man, of good family, well
educated, able to earn more than a living as a physician,
as soon as he finished Ms medical studies and began
to practice. He refused every suggestion of marriage.
He liad another plan that absorbed all Ms interest and
would brook no rivaL
The summer months of 1892 he used to renew con-
tacts with various groups and to acquaint Mmself with
new currents of thought. He found that many changes
had come during Ms five years away. He thought condi-
tions were changed for the better.
1863 was fading into the distance. Estate owners
had recovered some degree of prosperity. Industrial
progress had greatly increased the middle class. The
enormous punishment taxes, assessed on the property
of Poles ia Lithuania, were at last canceled. A program
of loyalty to Russia and only non-political work for
Poland was widely accepted. The first generation after
1863 was depressed, numb, terrorized; but that of the
'90s was much more spirited. The young people, full
of new hopes, began to think of some struggle, Graps
grows even on graves; new life springs from ashes;
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